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25X1X 1, Georg Dertinger, the East German Foreign Minister, stated on 15 September 1951
that the members of the People’s Chamber had not knowm in advance that Premier
Otto Grotewohl was going to deliver a speech on that day. Dertinger himself
had becn aware some five wecks earlier that a speech was being considered, but
rocoived official notification only at 5:00 P.M. on 14 September,

2, Ambassador V.S. Semenov returned from lMoscow on 1i or 12 September with
instructions which led to the preparation and delivery of Grotewohl's speech.¥
Wilhelnm Pisck, Wolter Ulbricht, and Heinrich Rsu are still in Moscow.

3. Dertinger said that, in his opinion, Mosecow would be willing to give up its
stale in Germany if 1t could be assured of the neutralization of Germany, even
though such an act would leave the SED in a pree~rious position which m.ght
necessitnte a CDU-SID coalition govermment. This step would be an admission
of weakness on the part of the Russians, and would be caused by the fact that
the USSR cannot afford a war now, Dertinger considers that the United States
also does not wanbt a wars it will need two years before it will be ready to
fight, and will then try to uge its strength as a bargaining point at a con-
ference table. :

/ If apn ngreement on the unification of Germanmy sghould be reached, Dertinger
chinks the Russians would atbtempt also to reach an agreement on control organs
for all Germany on a four-power basls, On the other hand, if the Vest rejects
Grotewohl's proposal; it would strengthen the hand of the SED in Fast Gernmany.

25X1A

B Conmerit:  According to Dertinger, the polemie parts of Grotewohl's speech
were written by Anton Ackermann and Peter Florin,
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